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Harold V’eisbcrg — « 

bMte House 'uociv Source 


.-reference ns mans 


to 


office r.enoraudur: from tbs Chief tc 


D. C., dated October 13, l r bh, requesting an investigation cf :: 
possible supplier of poultxy for the bhite House. 


flifflW nS.-ir-Tton, 
!aroii eisber-.g as a 


A synopsis of the salient facts in this investigation follows. since it ires found 
teat a rainer lengtny and detailed inquiry was required to cover Hr. ’.."eisberg and his 
poultry enterprise. 

Harold p. eisberg and his wife, Lillian “tone Teisber;’, have resided 
on a fr.all farm near Tyattstovn, Karyisr.c, since IfUQ and have been er-a- ed 
in raising and selling "phc-asant chickens. » L’sing the trade name Too 
q'Ct, n the V.eisbs-rgs sell their foils tc a rather United ar.d exclusive 
TasL5ngton market, ester .Tig t-c embassies, smart rtsiaurants, and socially 
prominent private families. 

He is berg personally slaughters ar.d freezes his chickens, and two 
women eiroloyaes assist him in eviscerating than before they are frozen. 

Once frozen, the chickens are stored in the Southern States Cooperative 
lockers at Gaithersburg, Haryland* 


Although 
locking to the 
be done in an 


the^ '-.'eisberg farm is strewn with debris and is ,r ery ur.be net 
passer-by, the actual processing of the poultry seems to 
adequately careful and s aniaary manner. 


".ont-gonery Co-on ty 


Supervise 


vision is not presently in force in 
tions were drawn in Cctcber l$5k. 


farm will now be subject to health a 
Act h3, Section 2Z>5 of the Haryler.d 
frozen food plants and this will enb 


r cf the Sanitation Ilvisior. of 
that abattoir inspection ar.d ?upsr- 
b on tg ornery County, although reguba- 



er.t rales, lie "‘eisberg 
ticn inspection. However, 
s for annual inspection of 
Southern States Cooperative 
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Is the plant manager of the Southern 
States Cooperative at Gaithersburg and will be the man to contact 
there — telephone Gaithersburg 1?0. He has five employees, all 
of whom have been there three or more years. There are three 
keys to each locker — one retained by -the renter, one by the 
pl ant manage r, and a raster hey also in custody of the plant. 

he has known Veisber 3 six years through business 
^Su^g^^id is of tie opinion that Vaisberg's poultry are of a 
superior type and are wall processed. He knows nothing concerning 
V.’eisberg which would label him a security risk. 

Kr. Yieisberg claims that his chickens are l/l 6 ih pheasant, 
which allegedly combines the slight taste tang of game birds with 
the best ilavors of the most select domestic breeds of chickens. 
While dismissing the genealogy of the pheasant chicken as a myth, 
authorities of the Division of Poultry husbandry of the University 
of Maryland have ac Inovl edged that Y.'oisberg ' s chickens are superb 
, eating and are definitely superior in quality to the run-of-reill 
fowl. 

Both Kr. and Krs. Veisberg are former Government employees, 
and a persistent odium of connunistic affiliations follovisd them 
throughout most of that employment, The Federal Bureau of 
Investigation has a comprehensive report on then categ__Ju.no 2?, 
1^3 J and fro n this, it has been learned that Krs. V.'eisberg was 
a ndTSucr of at least three communist front organisations and was 
under constant scrutiny by her employing agency. Kr. V.'eisberg 
vas allegedly dropped from th.e LaFollette Senate Investigating 
Committee in 1^39 for leaking news to the Daily .’Worker and for 
other questionable conduct. Kr. V.'eisberg was reputedly a close 
friend of Vito Karcantonio, the notoriously radical representative 
from Kew York 'City. Kr. Veisberg was also dropped from 'Zi-.id Ouu uS 
Department in 19b7 as a security risk. He describes himself as 
a “Roosevelt Democrat,” but some of his neighbors describe him 
as a radical and a communist. 


J 




professor at the University of Maryland, 
Division of poultry Husbandry, said Kr. V.'eisberg is apparently 
a very intelligent man end If he is selling his chickens with the 
insistence that they arc- actually "pheasant" chickens, he is 
guilty of misrepresentation. 

Kr. Veisberg purposely caters to a select market and does 
not hesitate to publicise the fact that Krs. John Foster Dulles 
and other well-known people are among his customers. Tnere is 
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ever-f indication that he vill valcor.a the opportunity to be a 
purveyor to the White House and will use tills status to ennsnce 
his corner cial prestige. 

r-. Veisbsrg is amenable to cr.y reconrmandations he r.ay ce 
requested to follow in supplying chickens to the White r.yiso. 

The chickens are stored in the frozen food lockers at Gaitners- 
bnr?, ar.i each chicken is wrapped in plic-filn, with the vaignt 
and price written on a tag. An order should aa placed a j.ew 
cays in advance by calling Hr. Vaisberg at Gaithersburg 3?3-W-5 
to rake certain an adequate stoese cf proper s -ze poultry i j 
available. lie can then call the frozen food plant manager and 
authorize hin to open the ’Vaisberg locker upon arrival 01 the 
white House pick-uo driver. The driver can select the order 
from the stock and will be Checked by the plant manager for billing. 
This apoears to be the best procedure. However, if desired, an 
appointment can be made with Mr. Vaisberg to be at the plant at a 
specified tine to assist the White House driver :n filling the 
order. 

Vr, and Mrs. "eisberg and their employees have been checked 
against tie files of the F3I, and a detailed report on the V.'eis- 
bergs has bean returned, copy of which accompanies this report. 
T5ie°files of the Hontgor.e ry County Police Department reflec^no 
r^aard of the 'Vaisbergs or their employees. File -3 of the 
Hetrooolitan Police Department, V ash ing ton, P. C . , disclose no 
crirdnal record of any of the group, but the Subversive 
has rsoorts on Hr. Veisbe-rg which are encompassed 07 tne col report. 

Inspection of the frozen food lookers at C-aithcrs our g r.as^-een 
r.ade and' the oersonnel there appear to be of high level. Sanita- 
tion conditions are excellent. The employees have not been screened 
to cate, but this is in process and, in the event any derogatopr 
information is received, it will be the subject of a supplo:i=n --al 
reoort. 


K-rold P . "elsb btt zsid 31 s Faria 

On October 23, l?5h, SA and the reporting agent inter- 

viewed Harold D. Vaisberg and nn-s an i.u-piction of his farm at Hyattstcwn, 
Karyland. Hr. Weis berg has a fourteen acre tract located on Route ID? 
between U. S. Route 2U0 and the new Frederick - Washington express highway. > 

Hr. arid >ir*5. Vaisberg are assisted in their 
^m^br*vovz-znand a retired farmer. Tie women, 

help Hr. "sis ber? evi scerate the chickens ar.d clean 
C.-.U .1 prior uo freezinr.' helps 2!r. Veisberg in the ouiside 

work of feeding and caring lor ms chickens. 
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The outward appearance of the Veisberg residence and farm is very 
unkempt. The house is uncompleted and Kr. and '•! re. Vaisberg live and work 
in the basement. The entire outside area is covered with litter of old 
building material, wheels, and junk cf every description. Tr.e thought 
occurs to one that, if '.veisberg would spend about one day cleaning up z..e 

around tie nouse, it would looxc quit© ore s^n ^aoze as t..e i.o. ie iwc-clf 
is located in a rather charring natural setting. 

The reporting agents were given a full tour of the farm by Kr. Veisberg 
and the entire operation from chick to freezer was explained to them. 

Kr. Veisberg gets his chicks from Waukesha, Wisconsin, and they are flown 
to Washington, D. C., by air express at the age of three days. He keeps 
them in incubators until sufficiently matured, and they are fed very high 
quality feed which has the scientific endorsement of the poultry experts 
of the University of Maryland. Mr. Veisberg 's chicken coops appear to be 
adequate as to structure and capacity, and he uses a deep shredded sugar 
cane litter which is recommended to give poultry the cleanest and most 
sanitary living quarters. Mr. Veisberg use3 controlled scientific feeding 
which brings the birds very rapidly to maturity so that tenderness will be 
retained with adequate size. 

Kr. Veisberg explained that he kills the chickens at various sizes to 
satisfy individual customer's orders. He stated that Mrs. Dulles always 
orders a two pound dressc-d chicken, while the LaSalle Du 3ois restaurant 
orders 3/U to 1-l/U ?uund birds for individual serving. The rale birds are 
chemically canonized by inserting a snail pellet of diethyl stiloesterol 
at the base of the brain. There has been some controversy ever this method 
of canonizing, but of the University of Maryland, Division 
of Poultry Husband^ha^aseerv^^what the eating of this type of fowl has 
no deleterious effect on human beings. 


Kr. Veisberg insists that hi3 chickens are actually pheasant-chickens 
and by breed ' r -3 l/lCzh pheasant. This statement is unequivocally denied 

t io r.e d above, who says that large controlled experiments in 
this field have established that the continuin g strain of ph easant character- 
istics cannot be maintained in domestic fowl. gg^jjgjgjgg£Qp.d add, however, 
that he has inspected and eaten Kr. Veisberg' s pcuuzry, u-ia he regards 
these chickens as being very definitely a superior creed. 

Villen Kr. Veisberg has killed his chickens, they are most carefully 
cleaned, weighed, labeled, and frozen right at his farm. Later, they are 
transported to the Southern States Cooperative food locker at Gaithersburg, 
Maryland, arid placed in Mr. V'eisberg's private locker. 


In regard to the lo ike-s. 
the plant manager, l! 


. sber.g retains his personal key and 
|, has a key to the Veisberg locker. 
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in addition to a master key which will open all of the lockers at the plant. 
Kr. ;>eisberg states that, in r.ost instances, he personally takes his orders 
fron his stock at the food locker and delivers then to his customers in 
Washington, D. C. However, on certain occasions, he will call] 
and authorise hin to release an erder to a customer wno cones oo 

personally. 

Background of Kr. and Ms. ueisbar? and Their Employee s 

f-.g of !*?, -■ nd ”r c . D . Vaisberg and their three enployees, 

vere submitted to the Federal Bureau 
of investigation, Subversive and Gri.rinal, and to the House l<n- American 
Activities Committee. tJo record was returned concerning the torse employees. 
However, the FBI returned ^31-page/ report of investigation on the Uei.sbsrgs 
datec£june 2?, l^Bj (A copy o*f this report is transmitted with this report.) 

From this report, it has been ascertained that both Kr. and Krs. Veisberg 
vere former Government employees and each of there, during that tir.e, care 
under scrutiny and investigation as security risks. Kr?. Vaisberg <;a3 alleged 
to be a member of three organisations which have been listed as subversive 
under presidential Executive Order ?83!>. These include the League of boxen 
Shoppers of Washington, the Washington Book "hop, and the Washington Gorin ittee 
for Democratic Action. 

Kr. Veisberg was employed in the Civil liberties Investigative Branch 
of the LaEolletta Donate Committee and was dropped fron this Committee in 
1539 allegedly for leaking information to the Daily Worker and for improper 
conduct along subversive lines. Lutc-r, Kr. Veisberg, after a brief military 
service, was employed by the 0S5. Fron there, he entered the Stave Bf pert- 
inent in 1 r\£ and was employed by then as a research Analyst, specializing 
in Latin American countries, until 1?U7 when he, with nine others, was dropped 
as a security risk, having been suspected of communism or communistic 
sympathies. 

When the investigating agents were i nt e rvi e win g Harold D. Veisbc-rg, he 
voluntarily stated that he was a "Roosevelt Democrat and K ew Dealer, n but 
did not expand his oolitical ooinions otherwise. 
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Vaisberg and spoke with, considerable animosity. He said that Vaisberg did 
not mix veil with the local people and was generally regarded as a radical 
and a communist. 


at 


Hyatts town, was i.m;r /levee snd echoed v u same opinion of V.eisoerg, adding 


) 
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that Mrs. Vaisberg* s family has virtually ostracised Mr. Me is berg and regard 
hint as a radical. 

One thing vas noted curing the interview with all of the persons who 
were questioned about V.'eisberg — they all remarked that Veisber.g is very 
proud of his clientele and does not hesitate to tell any visitors or pros- 
pective cus toners that he is a purveyor to Mrs. John Foster tulles and 
other prominent persons in fashing ton , D. C. 

riles of the '■]. S. Civil Service Commission were reviewed, and no _;ii;.io: 
derogatory information was obtained concerning Mr. cr Mrs. ■eisberg. Files 
of the OSS were reviewed and contained no derogatory information concerning 
Mr. Meisberg. 

# 

Inqiaery »ss*!ude at the St^te Department, Security Section, and it was 
reported there that they had no file on Kr. Meisberg. 

Files of the Montgomery County Police and the Metropolitan Police 
Department, Washington, D. C., ware checked, and no record teas disclosed 
on Mr. or Mrs. "Meisberg or their three employees. 

Health and Sanitation 

As previously described in this report, the actual processing of poultry' 
by Kr . Meisberg anger rs to be cbno in a •m.tis lV.ctorily sanitary manner. 

or 

rhsoanar^^b^^^^itj^ofMaryi^wiTw^re int-.-rv level and both stated that they 
have visited :ir. Mels berg 1 s farm and, as far as they can determine, adequate 
health and sanitation standards are maintained there in the processing of 
the chickens. Both of these gentleman stated that Mr. Keisberg’s poultry 
are superior in taste, appearance, and packaging, and they recommend them 
very highly. 

The Montgomery County Health Department has no prevision for the inspec- 
tion of Mr. Meisberg’ s food processing. However, under Maryland State law, 
frer-sn food plants .must be inspected once a year, and the Southern States 
Coooc-rativa at Gaithersburg would come within this ourview. 




inspected the Southern States Cooperative at Gaithersburg 

ind has described it as being a very clean and wel l- - rric-rc p lant with 

the olant 


unusually high-type employees. He also ir.tervievrecjjj 

manager, vho stated that he has kr.ro. Mr. Meisberg about sis; years through 


his dealings at the locker. j 


raid he knew nothing derogatory 


regarding Veisberg and knows ci no c-h .Tunis tic tendencies. Insofar as his 

'states teat Meisberg pack-ages a very fine 


poultry is concerned ! 

chicken, and he is ci trs opulufj^that Me is berg maintains goon health 
standards in preparing his chickens for market. 
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Purchasin’ He c o nm. snda t ion 3 


— x •* r\T . » 


From the system used by Mr. Weis berg in marketing his chickens, it 
is desired teat any order placed with him by the 'White House be telephoned 
to his residence, Gaithersburg at least a week in advance to 

insure that he will have an adequate stock of the desired sice of chickens 
on hand. Arrange - ants should be race to have the 'White House pick-up 
driver go to the Southern States Cooperative frozen food lockers at Gaithers- 


~ r» . J ! ^ ?* + b /■ a * ■ 




He will be assisted 


^ bi*»6 or^ic 

by the plant manager, A r 
the order by Hr. He is berg, if dc- 
the order is placed to have Kr. V.'eisterq meet the driver at the frozen food 
locker to assist him in selecting the order. 


e open sto 

who will have been apprised of 
, appointment can be made at the tire 


Nar.es and addresses of the employees of the Southern States Coooerative 

^ • * • 

have been submitted, to the Federal Bureau cf Investigation and the House 
Un- American Activities Committee for nsr-e checks. In the event any deroga- 
tory informs tion is developed, it will be the subject of a supplemental 
report. 


JHljamz 


